
All are Welcome

Parishioner Information and Registration



Dear friends in Christ, 

 On behalf of our pastoral staff and the 
nearly 6,000 families that call Christ the Re-
deemer Catholic Church home, I welcome 
you. I’m thankful you have picked up this 
Welcome Packet and I trust it will offer you 
a great deal of helpful information about our 
parish. We hope you will soon call us your 
spiritual home.

	It	can	be	a	bit	overwhelming	at	first	to	look	over	all	the	ministries,	organizations	and	opportunities	at	Christ	the	Re-
deemer. As you will soon discover, there is much offered. Above all, please know that everything we do as a community 
comes	from	our	celebration	of	the	Sunday	Eucharist.	The	Sacrifice	of	the	Mass	is	truly	our	summit	and	font	from	which	
everything	flows	and	to	which	everything	returns.

	It	is	our	hope	that	this	Welcome	Packet	will	be	your	initial	entry	into	our	parish	and	that	you	will	find	a	place	around	
the	table	of	the	Lord	here	each	week.	I	know	that	you	will	find	CtR	to	be	a	warm	and	inviting	parish,	a	place	where	we	all	
see ourselves as servants of Christ and servants of one another.

	It	is	an	exciting	time	for	us	as	our	new	Catholic	school	opens	its	doors	for	the	first	time	in	the	fall	of	2014.	It	is	just	one	
of the many ways we aim to help people, young and old, grow closer to Christ. Some of our parishioners have been here 
since	the	parish	was	founded	in	1980.	Others	of	us	are	relative	newcomers	to	the	community.	All	of	us,	however,	see	our	
parish as living Christ’s mission to preach His Word by lives of faithful service and to prepare the world for the coming of 
His	Kingdom.	It	is	our	sincere	prayer	that	you	will	join	us.

 I invite you to contact me or a staff member if you have any questions about the ministries or activities at CtR. We are 
here	to	serve	you.	Please	stop	and	introduce	yourself	to	me	after	Mass	so	that	I	might	make	this	letter	of	introduction	a	bit	
more personal. Until then, may God bless you and your family. And again, “Welcome!”

Yours in Christ the Redeemer,
Rev. Sean P. Horrigan

Pastor

 Welcome from your pastor - Rev. Sean Horrigan



 

 Our Story
 Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church is a representation of 

God’s	abundant	gifts.	In	1980,	the	parish	was	established	for	people	
living in the northwest area of Houston and the growing “country 
community” of Cypress served by Prince of Peace Catholic Church. 
Rev.	George	A.	Sheltz,	the	founding	pastor	(and	now	Auxiliary	
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston), and the approxi-
mately 500 families who helped start the church decided that if this 
was to be Christ’s church then it should be named after Him. Thus, 
Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church was born. 

	 Before	the	first	church	was	built,	Mass	was	celebrated	at	Millsap	
Elementary	School,	lovingly	referred	to	as	“St.	Millsap.”	Each	Fri-
day	afternoon,	volunteers	carried	all	necessities	for	Mass	to	Millsap,	

set	up	chairs	in	the	cafeteria	with	the	altar	on	the	stage	for	Sunday	Mass.	Thus,	the	true	spirit	of	Christ	the	Redeemer	was	
born. As construction of the church started, two double trailers were placed on the church property. During the day, these 
served	as	parish	offices	and	a	place	to	house	the	social	services	which	were	soon	to	become	Cypress	Assistance	Ministries.	
In the evening, it was quite a sight to behold as every available nook and cranny, even the hallway, were used for Reli-
gious Education classes for our growing parish. 

	As	time	progressed,	our	contemporary	mission-style	church	building	and	Community	Center	were	completed	in	1984.	
In	July	1990,	under	the	second	pastor,	Rev.	Dominic	Peluse,	SCJ,	the	growing	Cypress	Assistance	Ministries	moved	off	
the	campus	to	a	nearby	shopping	center.	Also	at	this	time,	a	new	office	and	Education	Building	were	constructed	thanks	
to the generosity of a core group of parishioners. To meet the needs for future expansion, the land next to the church was 
purchased	in	1998	and	a	temporary	parking	lot	was	built	at	the	end	of	2000.	The	parish	had	grown	to	2,400	families.

	In	2001,	under	our	third	pastor,	Rev.	Leonard	Elder,	SCJ,	the	meditation	garden	in	front	of	the	church	was	built,	the	
Parish	Council	was	revived	and	many	ministries	were	formed.	In	July	2004,	Rev.	Sean	P.	Horrigan	was	welcomed	to	the	
parish	as	its	fourth	pastor	to	continue	to	build	and	strengthen	our	community.	Recognizing	the	parish	of	3,250	families	
was	primed	for	even	more	growth,	Fr.	Sean	facilitated	a	Master	Plan	survey	of	the	parishioners	that	led	to	a	Capital	Cam-
paign	in	2006.	A	rectory	for	the	priests	was	built	on	the	campus	and	construction	on	a	new	1,600-seat	church	began	on	
July	7,	2007	(07/07/07).	His	Eminence	Daniel	Cardinal	DiNardo	dedicated	the	new	church	on	Nov.	16,	2008.	

In	2009,	the	former	church	was	converted	into	a	300-seat	chapel	for	daily	Mass,	small	weddings	and	funerals,	and	a	
permanent	Eucharistic	Adoration	chapel,	an	oratory,	classrooms	and	storage	space	were	added.	In	2011,	another	Capital	
Campaign	began	to	build	a	Parish	Life	Center	and	education	center	with	more	than	40	classrooms,	a	suite	of	rooms	for	
Youth	Ministry	and	a	new	Parish	Hall	with	a	commercial	kitchen	and	seating	for	up	to	400	people.	

	In	2013,	with	the	support	of	the	parish	community	and	the	blessing	of	the	Archdiocese,	it	was	announced	that	Christ	
the	Redeemer	Catholic	School	would	be	established.	The	school	will	open	its	doors	for	the	first	time	on	Aug.	21,	2014	for	
an	inaugural	class	of	more	than	160	students	in	grades	Pre-K	3	through	
4th.	The	school	plans	to	add	an	additional	grade	each	year	up	to	8th	
grade. 

 Our once small “country parish” has now grown to more than 6,000 
families, but at its heart it remains a welcoming community where 
God’s love is experienced by all who walk through its doors every 
Sunday. The Lord has blessed us with beautiful facilities for worship, 
education and social functions. But, even more importantly, God has 
built us up into a dedicated community of faithful Catholics who carry 
the spirit of Christ the Redeemer into the world daily through our faith, 
hope and love. To God be the glory and praise, now and forever!

History of Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church
 of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston



 At CtR, we pray that more and more of our parishioners will want to take up the 
call of stewardship in this coming year. The Church is the people working and vol-
unteering	behind	the	scenes	to	make	us	a	Body	of	Christ.	The	selfless	gift	of	time,	
talent	and	treasure	of	so	many	people	fills	our	parishioners	with	awe	and	appreci-
ation. The four pillars of stewardship are prayer, ministry involvement, offertory 
giving and formation. This all culminates into what we call time, talent and treasure. 
Stewardship illustrates our understanding that we are all here for the glory of God 
and building of His kingdom. CtR has a vibrant parish life which allows church 
members to engage in community. 

 A few parish-wide activities include: 

The Spring Festival,	held	during	the	last	weekend	of	April.	We	enjoy	barbecue	dinners,	sweets	and	many	other	goodies	
to	eat.	There	are	games,	rides	for	the	kids,	booths,	a	flea	market	and	Bingo.	There	is	also	a	raffle,	a	silent	auction	and	a	live	

auction.	The	Festival	is	fun	for	the	whole	family	and	is	our	biggest	fund-
raiser	for	our	parish!	Many	people	from	the	community	attend	to	celebrate	
with us. 

Coffee and Donuts is a time for members of the parish community 
to	gather	and	meet	one	another	after	Sunday	morning	Masses.	It	helps	
parishioners to learn more about the many ministries available to them and 
view	the	bulletin	board	with	news	of	parish	activities.	Come	enjoy	coffee	
and breakfast pastries with us!

Other activities and groups at CtR include St. Joseph’s Altar, Piece 
Makers,	Adult	Game	Day,	and	we	even	have	bowling	and	Bunco.	

Youth Ministry

We have a large Youth Ministry at CtR. They hold weekly events and 
Bible	studies	for	teens.	Word	on	Wednesday,	Middle	School	Bible	Study	
and	Encounter	are	just	a	few	of	the	programs.	The	Youth	Ministry	works	

to foster the total personal, religious and spiritual growth of each young person. Peer ministry is used in all programs. 
Other	events	include	FoodFast,	Fall	Service	Day,	and	youth	conferences	and	retreats.	

Young Adult Group

The Youth Adult Group	gives	people	from	18-35	years	old	a	community	of	
prayer, faith sharing, service and lots of fun. They have weekly meetings on Tues-
day	nights.	They	also	have	socials,	volunteer	activities	at	Cypress	Assistance	Minis-
tries and game nights every month.  

Adults 50+

The Classics provides fellowship and fun for individuals 50 years of age or bet-
ter through social and spiritual activities. In addition, the members of this ministry 
help serve one another as well as other members of the community, participate in 
community-wide	and	Archdiocesan	functions.	Members	of	the	Classics	meet	on	the	third	Sunday	of	the	month	for	fellow-
ship, a meal and occasional guest speakers. Additional activities include bus trips and hosting the Sweet Shop at the parish 
Spring	Festival.	

This is only a fraction of the many parish ministries – CtR has 80+ – available for you.  

 Get Involved



 Helping Others

CtR	parishioners	have	a	giving	spirit.	They	selflessly	
give their time, talent and treasure to the church and the 
community. We have several ministries whose goal is to 
help others. 

Cypress Assistance Ministries

Cypress Assistance Ministries provides a safe place 
for an individual to tell their story and try to attain some 
measure	of	hope.	CAM	focuses	its	efforts	on	helping	fam-
ilies	become	totally	self-sufficient	by	offering	a	variety	of	
life-enhancing services. 

CAM	operates	a	food	pantry,	a	resale	shop	and	offers	
GED and ESL classes at no charge. Those who are unem-
ployed	can	visit	with	a	CAM	counselor	and	use	the	com-

puter	lab	to	search	for	job	opportunities.	CtR	hosts	a	monthly	parish-wide	Food	Drive,	in	which	all	of	the	items	collected	
are	donated	to	CAM.	Also,	CAM	is	always	accepting	monetary	donations.	For	more	information	on	how	you	can	donate,	
contact	Joan	Christiansen,	Executive	Director	of	CAM	and	Director	of	the	CtR	Social	Ministry,	at	281-955-7684	or	cam-
dir@sbcglobal.net. 

  CtR Service

The Knights of Columbus	is	the	largest	fraternal	Catholic	organiza-
tion in the world. Regularly scheduled faith, family and community func-
tions are held throughout the year to further their mission. Some of the 
events	include	the	Lenten	Fish	Fry,	the	Golf	Tournament,	the	Sweetheart	
Dance, Blood Drives and more.

The Knights of Columbus – Ladies Auxiliary is for women who are 
interested in enhancing the social life of our parish, promoting good fel-
lowship and love, and performing selected works of charity.  They work 
with	the	Knights	of	Columbus.	Membership	does	not	require	women	
to have a spouse in the Knights of Columbus – all Catholic women are 
welcome	to	join.		

We have several ministries for pastoral care in times of need. The group Friends in Need serves the parish community 
with food for the sick and funeral receptions. The Prayer Blanket Ministry sews blankets for those who are in need of 
physical or emotional healing. The Bereavement Ministry provides comfort, support and guidance for those that mourn a 
loss through death.



 Growing in Faith - Catholic Education

  Faith Formation

	 The	mission	of	Christ	the	Redeemer’s	Faith	Forma-
tion	program	is	to	bring	the	“Good	News”	of	God’s	love	
to all children and to call young people to commit their 
lives to Christ. Religious Education classes are avail-
able	for	children	in	Pre-K	3	through	7th	grade.	Grades	
8-12	receive	R.E.	with	the	Youth	Ministry	Department.	
But	we	have	more	than	just	R.E.	classes.	CtR	has	fun	
activities during the year too! In the summer, we have 
Vacation Bible School and Catholic Children’s Camp, 
which	accepts	children	entering	3rd	through	7th	grades.	

 Genesis Early Childhood Program

 Genesis ECP provides a loving Catholic Christian 
environment where young children learn through participa-
tion in developmental and age-appropriate experiences. Our 
curriculum provides activities to support and enhance each 
child’s spiritual, cognitive, social, emotional, physical, cre-
ative and language development. It is a weekday children’s 
ministry	of	CtR	for	children	who	are	18	months	to	4	years	
old. We have options to meet a parent’s busy schedule.  

   

CtR Catholic School

 Christ the Redeemer Catholic School is the newest school in 
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston Catholic Schools System. 
It	opens	in	the	fall	of	2014	to	Pre-K	3	through	4th	graders.	We	
plan	to	add	an	additional	grade	each	year	through	8th	grade.	CtR	
Catholic School provides a loving Catholic Christian environment 
where your children are inspired by learning and guided by faith 
and provides a comprehensive academic education steeped in the 
Catholic tradition. Visit ctrschool.com for more information. 



Members	of	CtR	believe	that a person never 
stops being formed by faith. We grow in faith 
our entire life. We start learning as a child and 
continue our enrichment and understanding 
throughout our adult life. Adult Faith	Formation	
allows adults to further experience the Holy 
Spirit in community with other diligent seekers. 

We also help you to grow in your Catholic 
faith. CtR’s Adult Faith Formation	(AFF)	is	
a resource to help you enrich different areas of 
your life. Whether you want to learn more about 
Scripture, historical facts or your family and 
prayer life, CtR has a variety of groups for you 
to	express	your	Catholicity.	AFF	is	also	a	great	
way to build lasting friendships with the people 
that grow with you spiritually.

We have several Bible studies and different programs are held on multiple days and at various times. Catholic Scrip-
ture Study is a program whose members not only learn the Scriptures, but come to a deeper understanding of their Cath-
olic faith in a setting that builds Christian fellowship. Journey Through Scripture is a parish-based Bible study program 
facilitated by the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology. Catholicism Study Program, Collegeville Bible Study and 
Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study are a few more Bible study groups.

Some	independently-sponsored	AFF	programs	offered	at	CtR	are	That Man is You!, Theology of the Body and Finan-
cial Peace University. These are programs that are offered periodically and may interest you.

Alive in the Spirit is an evening of praise and worship music, Scripture, and food and fellowship in a relaxed atmo-
sphere. They demonstrate how CtR parishioners and families celebrate Christ’s love through song. 

ACTS	(Adoration,	Community,	Theology	and	Service)	retreats	allow	men/women	the	opportunity	to	focus	on	their	
faith and its application during their daily lives, to increase their presence at the liturgy, and to cultivate friendship among 
members of the church community.

We have several spiritual enrichment and prayer groups that challenge you to better understand yourself and your 
vocation. There are also rosary groups, and men and women prayer groups such as CtR Catholic Men’s Fellowship, 
G.R.A.C.E. - Women’s Prayer Group, and Spirituality Reading Club to further enrich your prayer life and spiritual 
growth. These are great options for the constant seeker. 

To enrich your family life, we have programs for that. Familia nurtures the vocation of motherhood by providing 
specific	tools	and	knowledge	of	the	Catholic	faith.	Teams of Our Lady (T.O.O.L.) offers couples a way to grow together 
in faith and love. To spark the romance in your marriage, 10 Great Dates to Energize Your Marriage helps with memo-
ry-making evenings built on key, marriage-enriching themes.

 Growing in Faith



 Sacraments

Sacraments are outward signs of 
inward grace, instituted by Christ for our 
sanctification.	The	seven	sacraments	can	
be drawn together in three categories:

•	 Sacraments of Initiation -  
Baptism,	Confirmation	and	Holy	
Eucharist

•	 Sacraments of Healing -  
Reconciliation and Anointing of 
the Sick

•	 Sacraments of Vocation -  
Marriage	and	Holy	Orders

Baptism is usually done as an infant. 
Reconciliation, or confession, is cele-
brated	first	and	then	Holy Eucharist,	is	the	first	reception	of	the	Body	and	Blood	of	Christ.	These	are	usually	received	for	
the	first	time	in	second	grade	when	a	child	begins	to	reason.	Confirmation for teens is a three-year process beginning in 
8th	grade.	We	also	have	a	program	for	adults	who	are	ready	to	respond	more	deeply	to	God’s	invitation	of	love.	For	the	
Sacrament of Marriage,	we	offer	programs	for	the	newly	married,	engaged/marriage	encounters	and	validation	of	civil	
marriages. Holy Orders includes, not only priests and deacons, but religious men and women as well. We have a Voca-
tions Committee that fosters, supports and prays for vocations. Anointing of the Sick should be requested as soon as a 
serious	illness	is	apparent.	Also,	a	communal	Mass	is	celebrated	the	last	Wednesday	of	the	month	for	this	sacrament.

The preparation and celebration of these sacraments is known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).	
RCIA	is	the	process	through	which	individuals	-	adults	and	children	-	journey	to	learn	more	about	the	Catholic	faith.	This	
journey	provides	the	unbaptized	and	those	baptized	in	other	faiths	an	opportunity	to	ask	questions	with	the	anticipation	
of being initiated into the Roman Catholic Church. We offer a year-round process at CtR. If you know someone who is 
thinking about becoming Catholic, visit the website for more information on RCIA.

Also, our clergy are more than willing to assist you with any questions about sacraments or if you are in a time of need.  
 

Rev. Sean Horrigan, Pastor
Rev. Orrin Halepeska, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Ralph Roberts, Parochial Vicar

Phillip Jackson, Deacon, Parish Administrator
Jack	Alexander,	Deacon,	Director	of	RCIA	and	Adult	Faith	Formation

Bill Bradley, Deacon
Kerry Bourque, Deacon

Greg Hall, Deacon
Jim Osterhaus, Deacon - Retired

Lupe Trevino, Deacon



 

 Liturgy

The liturgical ministries, guided by the Liturgy Department, 
assist with all liturgical celebrations. They also include many 
devotional groups. 

Even	before	you	get	to	Mass,	many	people	are	involved	in	
keeping the sanctity of the ceremony and allowing the celebra-
tion progress seamlessly. Volunteers are a part of the Art and 
Environment group who decorates the church. We also have 
God’s Housekeepers, who clean the church, and volunteers who 
help	with	alter	linens	that	ready	the	linen	and	robes	for	Mass.	

When you arrive at church, you are met by the greeters and 
ushers	who	can	assist	you	with	finding	a	seat	and	receiving	a	
worship aid. The choral accompaniment at CtR is truly outstand-

ing.	Depending	on	which	Mass	you	attend,	you	may	hear	the	cantors,	who	are	individual	singers,	the	CtR Choir, the adult 
choir,	Choristers,	children	in	grades	3-7,	Youth	Singers,	teenagers	in	grades	8-12,	Contemporary	Ensemble	or	even	the	
CtR Ringers, the handbell group.

Altar	servers	assist	the	priest	and/or	deacon	during	Mass.	The	lectors	proclaim	the	word	of	God	in	the	First	and	Second	
Readings.	Extraordinary	Ministers	of	Holy	Communion	assist	in	the	distribution	of	the	Eucharist	during	Mass.

Along	with	Mass	every	Sunday,	you	can	always	spend	time	in	presence	of	Christ.	We	have	Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration	24	hours	a	day,	seven	days	a	week	in	the	Adoration	Chapel.

 



 Mass:

Sunday: 7, 9 and 11 a.m., 5 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday: 9 a.m.
Wednesday: 7 p.m.
Thursday, Friday: 9 a.m.
Saturday: 5 p.m. (Vigil) 11507 Huffmeister Road 

Houston, Texas 77065

Phone: 281-469-5533  
Fax: 281-469-8441

www.ctrcc.com

Office Hours:

Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Sunday: 8:30 a.m. to Noon

Reconciliation

Saturday: 9 - 10 a.m.  - Church
Wednesday: 6 - 6:45 p.m. - Chapel
Also by appointment


