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Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

February 28, 2022 
 
Dear Genesis Community,  
 
I met with Charles Cager, Team Lead for COVID-19 overseeing Regulated Child Care Centers at Harris County Health.  He 
was very helpful in evaluating our current policies at Genesis regarding COVID and in understanding some areas for 
continued vigilance and other areas that are not as helpful in risk mitigation.  Below are listed some changes to our COVID-
19 protocols based on our visit and changes in the CDC guidance. 
 
Handwashing - Handwashing remains our first and most effective mitigation strategy.  This has not changed with the 
pandemic.  The required times that children wash their hands has not increased, but remained the same for regulated child 
care facilities.  We have increased our vigilance with hand washing each time an individual comes in contact with a bodily 
fluid (a runny nose, cough or sneeze).   
 
Classroom Closures - The guidance regarding this has a shifted from looking at 5-10% of the class being positive for COVID 
to require a closure (this percentage resulted in 1 person equaling a closure) to more like 30% of the individuals being 
positive for COVID in the class to result in a closure.  For our class size, this guidance would require at least 3 COVID positive 
individuals in a room to constitute an outbreak in the class, depending on all the circumstances for the cases. 
 
We will continue to inform classes of cases in Brightwheel, but will not be requiring the quarantine and subsequent 
classroom closure unless more than 30% of the class has contracted COVID.  We will continue to send out all school 
notifications to ensure everyone has an awareness of spread in the Cypress/Tomball area at a particular time. 
 
Air circulation - We will also be following the recommendation to leave the top half of the double doors (dutch door) open 
as frequently as possible to increase the flow of air from the room to the hallway and vice versa.  This is something we 
already do, but we will be more cognizant of it moving forward. 
 
Masking - With the shift in the threat level, guidance from Mr. Cager, vaccination rates among staff, and the new CDC 
guidance, masking of staff members and parents will be made optional.  Any adult or child may choose to wear a mask if 
that is their preference. Also, the mask guidance will remain in place at this time for individuals just recovering from COVID 
or for close contact individuals as this is the current guidance for these circumstances.  Also, if community spread increases 
and the hospitals become overwhelmed, this may need to be revisited based on changes in the community at the time. 
 
Health Screening Questions - We will no longer be requiring the health screening questions at drop off, as this is evaluated 
to be a less impactful mitigation strategy. Genesis is still required to inform Harris County Health of any COVID cases, so 
please continue to report those to melanie.gehrt@ctrcc.com.  If your child has any of the following exclusion criteria within 
the last 24 hours, please keep them home. These include fever, vomiting, diarrhea, on antibiotics for less than 24 hours, 
continuous nasal discharge, and/or a heavy or constant cough. 
 
Thank you for your patience as you waited for these guidelines to be relaxed.  We are trying to balance what is best for the 
current situation in the community, our staff and our families. 
 
Sincerely, 
Melanie Gehrt 
Director of CtR Genesis ECP 
 


